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March Madness is upon us. No, not the NCAA Tournament, but pre-spawn small-

mouth fishing for pig bass. Traditionally, mid-Atlantic rivers give up their biggest fish this time of 

the year. Longer days, warmer rivers, and increased flows signal the big fish to start bulking up 

for the rigors of spawning in April and May. BPS, Gander Mountain, Cabellas and other suppliers 

feed our tackle addiction with sales of the latest gear and gadgets designed to catch as many fish-

ermen as fish! As I type this itôs dark, but outside the Bradford pear trees are blooming, the grass 

is greening, and a few trees are budding. Iôve seen a couple anglers walking the banks of the pond 

behind my house, and rumors of a few shad in the river have surfaced, which I hope to test out 

this week after school in a new pair of non-leaky waders. Truly, spring is in the air.  

 As Mother Nature returns to a more active schedule and the smallies begin to prowl, how-

ever, the fishing can be downright frustrating for many bronzeback chasers. Spring is notorious 

for wildly variable conditions that change the fishing pattern daily. The big ones may be out to 

play, but finding them can be maddeningly challenging. In fact, many spring days see multiple 

patterns of activity within just a few hours. My advice, play the trends: water levels, temperatures, 

and barometric pressure. Rising rivers turn fish on, but remember your safety cutoffs please. 

Warming trends are good, but too much of a good thing will shut fish down fast this time of year. 

Fish a few cold, rainy, nasty days so the boss doesnôt suspect youôre playing hooky. You might 

like your results. Please, always dress for the water temps! Safety first, guys and gals. 

 For more specific advice about spring fishing, be sure to attend the next meeting of the 

Potomac River Smallmouth Club (PRSC) on Wednesday, March 25th starting at 7:00 PM at the 

Vienna Fire Station on Center Street in Vienna. Club member and veteran guide John Hayes will 

speak about "SPRING TRAINING! Getting Psyched for Spring Fishing". He will discuss strate-

gies, locations to fish, as well as where the fish often are in spring waters. Also, he will go over 

what kind of waters to explore, in-

cluding gauge levels, pre-spawn 

attitudes, rigging, and types of 

tackle. Mark Kovach will accom-

pany him to assist in taking ques-

tions. You DO NOT want to miss 

this meeting if you fish for smallies 

in Virginia! Meetings like this one 

show how belonging to PRSC puts 

a wealth of local knowledge within 

easy reach.  
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George Thurston snapped this shot of 

Mark Meyers, with an 18.5ò Potomac 

beauty he fooled on March 8. Mark says 

the fish hit on the fifth or sixth cast of the 

day, taking a Hookup special 1/4 oz foot-

ball jig head with a 2.5 inch purple 

twisty tail trailer. It was the only fish 

they fooled that day. Catch the fish of the 

month? Send your photo to: 

Buzz_Editor@prsc.org  
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By John Lipetz 

Dare we say  . . .  Spring is here? [ED NOTE: I think I already did!!!] Hello PRSC mem-

bers. I hope the winter was kind to you, as it chose to kick my butt with a series of colds 

and other such obstacles. But the real cold of winter should be behind us, and we need to 

prepare for another year of FUN smallie fishing! 

 Based on recent years, it promises to be a good 2009, especially if youôve you fol-

lowed the growth of both the population and size of our favorite river beast in local flows. 

Reports are up for both. Now is the time to start preparing for what should be a great 

spring season. Yes, Herschel, we all will be keeping a close eye on the fish we catch and 

hope that they are all healthy and strong. Any fish that is not healthy will be reported to 

the proper resource, so that action can be taken as quickly as possible. Please see our Club 

Cards for contact numbers.  

 OK, back on topic. If you are new to the club or fishing in general, this is when 

you want to attend our meetings and talk with your peers within PRSC. Theyôll help you 

get started right. Long time members will want to attend the spring meetings to catch up 

with old friends, make a few new ones, and learn a few tricks from our guest speakers.   

 The past meeting, sorry if you missed it, was impressive and the topic and tech-

niques were applicable to catching trophy fish. Thank you, Britt! The March Meeting will 

feature one of our own, Guide John Hayes - he is soft spoken, yet teaches without effort.  

I have learned a lot from him and am excited to have him talk to our group.  

 As excited as we are by the opportunity of spring fishing, I also want to remind all 

of you to practice caution and safety as you head out to the water. We will be discussing 

hypothermia and general river/water safety at our March Meeting. Be prepared, plan well, 

and do not fish alone. Please do not take unnecessary risks to fish today, when you have a 

lifetime of fishing ahead of you.  

 This year I ask each of you to set a goal and challenge your own conventional wis-

dom by trying something new. Maybe it will be a tube (Yes, Pete, there are a few people 

out there that have never fished one before!), spinner bait, top water, or gasp ï fly! What-

ever it is that you have yet to try we have members that have their greatest success fishing 

with just such a lure. It does not need to be a great stretch of your imagination, just some-

thing that you really want to try. 

 My belief is that if you bring your smallmouth goals to our meetings and take 

them with you on our trips, our members will help you get the results for which you are, 

or should, be aiming.  One of the best things about our club is our willingness to help 

each other improve our fishing experience and achieve personal goals: from catching 

more fish to landing that citation smallmouth. When I  brag about our PRSC, this is what 

I tell people, and it is nice to have you all there to back it up! 

Reminder: As per our bylaws, this issue of the Buzz will be your last if 

you have not paid your PRSC membership dues for 2009. See Boyd Post 

at the March meeting to insure your Buzz delivery is uninterrupted. 

With well over 100 members, PRSC remains one of the areaôs best and 

largest fishing organizations. Weôd love to have you around for another 

year! Renew your membership this month. 

mailto:jdlipetz@yahoo.com
mailto:jbullard@ngs.org
mailto:mailtoboydpost@cox.net
mailto:jkg116@gmail.com
mailto:SJKFISHES@YAHOO.COM
mailto:Ddavidckdcbd@msn.com
mailto:hlfinch@comcast.net
mailto:douglas.Lipp@fcps.edu
mailto:vanbracklesl@state.gov
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By Jamie Gold 

 This winter I have been fortunate enough to fish in warm locations a few times.  All of these proved 

to be humbling experiences.  I took a week-long vacation in Vieques, PR in the middle of February, and I was in Or-

lando, FL for a few days at the end of February. 

 On February 17 I fished with Capt. Gregg McKee of Wildfly Char-

ters (www.wildflycharters.com) in Vieques, Puerto Rico.  We were chasing 

bonefish and permit on the flats around the island.  For much of the day the 

weather was perfect with 80 degree 

weather, bright sunshine, and only a 

light breeze.  Unfortunately there 

were not many fish on the flats that 

day.  We actually saw more permit 

than bonefish, which is unusual 

there.  While I was able to cast to a 

few fish, I did not get any hook ups 

or land any fish.  Capt. McKee has a 

terrific flats boat and he really knows 

the water, so he worked very hard to 

put me on the few fish that were 

available that day.  Later in the week I chased after baby tarpon on my own 

with no success.  In fact, the closest I got to fish all week (other than the din-

ner table), was when I went snorkeling.   

 I spent the afternoon of Friday, February 27 chasing largemouth on 

the fly rod on the Econlockhatchee River in Orlando, FL.  It had plenty of big 

largemouth on the spawning beds (according to a local I met).  I didnôt catch 

any, but I had the ñjoyò of watching him land several greenies over 5 lbs. on a big senko.  On Saturday, February 28 I 

hired Capt. Todd Fuller of Fullerôs Angling Adventures Inc. (www.flyfishorlando.com) to take me fly fishing for redfish 

on the flats of Mosqutio Lagoon.  The flats were absolutely loaded with redfish, and a few other species, and I was basi-

cally casting to fish all day long.  Todd has a great boat for fly fishing, and he did an excellent job of putting me on fish 

and being patient with my casting adventures.  I had 7 bites, 2 hookups, but no fish landed. 

 As a result of these adventures, I've concluded a few things - 1) Fly 

fishing saltwater flats from a boat is the most difficult type of fishing I've 

ever done.  The fish are super spooky, the boat is moving, the wind is blow-

ing, and your trying to cast a fly 40-60 ft to a moving area the size of a din-

ner plate.; 2) I need more practice with the fly rod; 3) I could easily get ad-

dicted to fly fishing saltwater flats.  Seeing tailing bonefish or redfish on a 

flat in 1-3 ft of water is incredibly exciting.  And the fish hit with incredible 

power.  Now I just need to land one. 

 Please note that on the evening of April 15, 2009 I will be speaking 

to the Potomac Patuxent Chapter of  Trout Unlimited about fly fishing for 

smallmouth bass. Other upcoming fly fishing events include these at Urban 

Angler:  

 3/28 Sage, Tibor, Rio Products, Redington, Fishpond, Buff, 

 Umpqua, & M-Clip product day,  

 4/4 Simms, Winston, Waterworks/Lamson, 3M/Scientific 

 Anglers, Smith Optics product day ,  

 4/11 & 4/18  Shad Saturdays ï shad season specials, tune-ups, and 

 fly pattern clinics,  
 Tying Classes: 4/6 & 4/7  Introduction to Fly Tying  (3 week ses

 sion) with Alan Short. 

Ernie Rojas shows Jamie how to land a 

south Florida largemouth. : -)~ 

http://www.wildflycharters.com
http://www.flyfishorlando.com


 

     By: Pete Pfotenhauer  

 The city of Fredericksburg is working with Friends of the Rappahannock to develop a management plan for 

the lands of their conservation easement along the Rappahannock River. About 80 people, myself included, turned out 

on March 4 to start the process with public input. The meeting went well, with lots of terrific comments and sugges-

tions, although they focused more on camping and use of the easement lands versus the use of the river and fishing.  

 The city is still taking comments from the public via the web on the FOR website. Click this link to go to the 

page, and scroll down to add your comments or suggestions:  http://www.riverfriends.org/  While much of the man-

agement plan focuses on how the land along the river will be used, I encourage members to comment about fishing. 

Specifically, please encourage the city to consider working with VDGIF to change the smallmouth limits on the Rap-

pahannock. The beauty of the Rapp is how isolated and wild a trip on it feels, but that impression is an illusion created 

by the protected riparian buffer zone around the river. The Rapp flows through an urban corridor of well over 1/2 mil-

lion residents within 30 miles of the river. It holds fewer fish per mile than the Shenandoah or Potomac because its 

waters have a higher pH caused by a lack of limestone ledges in the watershed. Itôs also much smaller by comparison. 

 Fishing pressure is increasing as the use of the easement grows, and the Rapp smallies will need more protec-

tion in the future. VDGIF will conduct sampling and creel surveys this spring and summer to help determine if a slot 

limit or a catch and release only restriction is appropriate for the Rapp.  Please encourage the city to recommend 

smallmouth catch and release only restrictions or a large upper slot limit for the Rapp to protect its trophy smallmouth. 

Tell them that because this river is unique, it should be a showcase of how to manage a resource for low impact public 

use, both along itôs shores and on itôs waters. Let the meat hogs eat catfish :-) !!!  
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 Some members went fishing this month. Some went to fishing shows. Some sent me photos of their escapades. Top 

Left: Ernie Rojas dressed to resemble the citation yellow perch he caught. Bottom Left: Ernie again with a personal best 

March striper.  

Top Right: Yakfish talks 

smallmouth at the Kayak 

Fishing Symposium in Virginia 

Beach. Bottom Middle: 

Herschel  Finch checks out a 

new Tarpon. This event hosted  

by the Tidewater Kayak Anglers 

Association was worth the  

trip to the flatlands. Lots of 

good beginner info and tips 

on catching salty species.  

Cow striper at Kiptopeeke in 

December, anyone? 

 

http://www.riverfriends.org/Programs/OtherPrograms/FredericksburgWatershedPropertyManagementPlan/tabid/259/Default.aspx
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 Well, itôs spring time in the metro area again folks. Time for crocus and buttercup to bloom, 

spring peepers to start singing down by the river (Iôve already heard some of those) breaking out the 

nylon shorts and sandals again (yep, already did that too! [ED NOTE: TMI!])éandéonce again, 

make up the ñGo Teamò list of individuals who are available at the drop of hat to help run surveys on 

the Potomac and Shenandoah in support of our Riverkeepers.  

 For our new members, 2 years ago I started keeping a list of individuals with kayaks, canoes 

and any other kind of watercraft who were available on VERY short notice to run surveys on the riv-

ers should any reports come in about fish-kills on the either the Potomac or Shenandoah Rivers. I say 

short notice because these surveys need to be done VERY quickly after the reports of dead fish come in 

because if not, the óevidenceô is gone in just couple of days. Mother Nature is very adept and recycling 

protein and nutrients and any dead fish will very quickly sink to the bottom and be consumed, usually 

within 2 or 3 days max. As an example, 3 years ago Jeff Kelbe got a report of dead red horse suckers 

on the main stem and within 3 days we surveyed virtually the entire length of the South Fork and main 

stem. So this effort works well and provides information in a timely manner to Jeff, the DEQ and vari-

ous state agencies that need the info in VA and MD in short order. If youôd like to help in this effortéI 

need your name, phone number(s) and email where I can reach you in a hurry should that be required. 

To those who have already been a part of this effort in the past, many thanks, and to those who would 

like to helpéwelcome aboard. [FYI: One report of dead smallies on the óDoah already came in.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I told you last year I would keep you apprised of sources of lead free tackle and I have recently 

become aware of a guy in Hawaii named Mike Okimoto who pours a tin-bizmuth alloy jig head. I con-

tacted him last week, asked about his formula and he was kind enough to send me some samples and 

they look great. He has a nice selection of hook types and brands and pours everything from very light-

weight panfish ball-jigs up to some pretty good size bass jigs. Heôll even pour a custom head on a par-

ticular hook for you. All you have to do is ask. Currently his alloy formula does NOT lend itself to be-

ing powder-coated if youôre thinking about tying some hair or silicone jigs using these. But I would 

think that a coat of primer and some Testers model paint might hold up at least for a dayôs fishing. His 

prices are quite reasonable for non-lead terminal tackle and competitive with anything Iôve seen in the 

big box stores. If youôre interested in ñgoing greenò in your tackle selection his website is:  

http://www.leadfreejigheads.com 

 Lastlyé.I have received NO reports on any one trying to win the coveted and oh so prestigious 

ñSanford Cupò as of yet. I realize not many folks are getting out there just yet, but I expect to start see-

ing those reports of multiple bags of trash being collected for the month of April. I stand ready to be 

trashed! (Background: Rappahannock wrapped in white by Pete Pfotenhauer) 


