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 As a middle school teacher in Spotsylvania County, Pete Pfotenhauer has 

nothing to do all summer but chase smallmouth, which are always easy to find, fool, and land in 

the clear waters of the Rappahannock. If you believe that, Peteôs got a few other fish stories to 

share. After 12 years chasing smallies in the mid-Atlantic, Pete finally started guiding others to 

pursue smallies last summer from a 3 man raft, suitable for spin or fly fishing. Heôll be working 

for Virginia Fishing Adventures again this summer, both as a guide and a camp counselor for kids 

who want to learn to fish. If you want to drive down to fish the Rappahannock for shad or striper 

this spring, or smallmouth later this year, consider giving Pete a call.  

 The Rappahannock is his home river, and a special water to chase big bronzebacks. At our 

meeting, heôll discuss how the biology of the Rappahannock and Rapidan rivers differ from the 

Potomac, Susquehanna,  and Shenandoah, and how to change your fishing to take advantage of 

the difference in habitat. Pete will explain how he targets trophy smallmouth and which lures and 

flies work for him. Being smaller flows, the Rappahannock and Rapidan are ideal for kayak and 

canoe fishing, and because of somewhat limited access, are excellent overnight destinations.

 In addition to talking smallies, Pete will also explain other opportunities the Rapp offers 

in the spring. The shad run peaks in April, and the river will be full of exciting hickory shad wait-

ing to willingly take a fly or shad dart. Shad are a great fish to chase while learning to fly cast, and 

Pete will literally draw you a map to several spots that you can wade to chase these sporty fighters 

and leapers. They arenôt called the poor manôs tarpon for nothing. If you prefer to give the spawn-

ing smallmouth a break, if 50 plus fish afternoons excite you, or if youôd like to have a day where 

your arm wears out before the fish stop biting, then you should consider a trip to the Rapp in April 

to target shad.  The Rappahannock is one of the few places in Virginia where stripers up to 35 

inches are accessible to wade fishermen. While they are not as sure a thing as the Rappôs famous 

hickory shad run, they are catchable on fly rod and light spinning gear until the river water warms 

to over 75 degrees in late May. 

 Peteôs always been 

willing to share ideas and tech-

niques as a club member. As 

our previous Buzz Editor, he 

learned a great deal from the 

other members of PRSC, and 

heôll share some tips for new 

members on how to make the 

most of membership in this out-

standing fishing organization. 

So be sure to come listen to one 

of our own as we kick off 2010 

with Pete Pfotenhauer speaking 

at our meeting on Wednesday, 

January 27, 2010 at 7:15. Early 

birds will imbibe and snack at 

the Vienna Inn probably start-

ing around 6pm. 

Fishing Shows 
 

New Horizon Bass 

Anglers  

Flea Market   

Sterling, VA  

 Feb. 13.  

 
Georgetown Fly 

Fishing Show 

March 13, 2010 

Rapidan Chapter 

Trout Unliminted 

Show 
http://www.rapidantu.or

g/?p=453 
 

MHBA Flea  

Market  

Broad Run HS 

For more info, see 

page 4. 
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     By Randy Chandler 

Hello and Happy New Year to everyone!  Hopefully, 2010 will be a great small-

mouth fishing year.  I would like to introduce myself.  My name is Randy Chandler and I 

am the new president for the Potomac River Smallmouth Club.  I have been a member of 

PRSC for many years and Iôve been fishing most of my life.  Fishing, especially small-

mouth fishing, is my passion, and I continually seek opportunities to increase my knowl-

edge of this great creature. 

For the past twenty years, I have maintained a journal of my fishing outings.  In this fish 

journal or log,  I record the date, time of day, location, method of fishing whether wading 

or in my kayak, the weather conditions, the water conditions including water level, the 

number of fish, the successful lures and any other important factors.  I donôt do this be-

cause I am obsessive (although my wife may disagree) but because I use this information 

to guide me in being a better fisherman.  Thankfully my wife supports my ñsicknessò 

called smallmouth fishing.  Fishing is my therapy and during the nicer weather I need my 

fix several times a week. 

I want to thank everyone who has volunteered or contributed to the success of PRSC.  

Special thanks to John Lipetz (our past president), Jim Bullard (our past VP), Boyd Post 

(our past Secretary), Steve Vanbrackle (past Merchandise Volunteer), and Steve Kimm 

(past Trip Coordinator).  I look forward to working with our new volunteers/officers and 

those who have returned to serve another year, Pete Pfotenhauer as VP, David Lockard as 

our Secretary, Jamie Gold as our Treasurer and new Buzz Editor, Steve Adams as our 

Trip Coordinator, Dee David as our Program Chair, and Herschel Finch as our Conserva-

tion Chair.  Thank you to Jack Cook and Wallace Harvey for their work on the club fish-

ing contest, and Ernie Rojas for his work as our publicity coordinator.  We are still in 

need of a Librarian, so if you are interested or have questions, please see me or one of the 

other officers for information. 

I look forward to this year as your president.  We are fortunate to have this great fishing 

club, where we can 

share information and 

learn from one an-

other.  We are also 

fortunate to have so 

many great rivers 

nearby to fish.  Letôs 

have a great fishing 

year. 

 

 

Hereôs our new leader at 

right showing off his 

fishing skills with a Po-

tomac C class smallie 

caught last August. 

Photo by Jay Copsey 

mailto:Randy.chandler@informs.org
mailto:ppfoten211@aol.com
mailto:dblockard@starpower.net
mailto:jkg116@gmail.com
mailto:STEVE20002us@yahoo.com
mailto:Ddavidckdcbd@msn.com
mailto:hlfinch@comcast.net
mailto:douglas.Lipp@fcps.edu
mailto:boydpost@cox.net
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     By Pete Pfotenhauer 

Ernie Rojas loves to fish, and I was lucky enough for him to invite me to tag along in his 21 foot center console boat 

with fellow PRSC member Charlie Hill and friend Mike. We 

landed 17 stripers on a day every other boat we talked to at 

the dock came back skunked. We saw a few small fish caught 

from other boats, but the drive home was shortened by the 

knowledge we outfished everyone else around us that day. 

Left: Charlie shows the first fish of the day. Right: Ernie 

gets in the act. Middle Left: Peteôs 26 incher; the hat would 

go missing in action later. Bottom left: Mikeôs schoolie: note 

the size of the bait compared to the fish. Bottom Right: 

Mike shows a goofy grin caused by a 29.5 inch new personal 

best striper. Photos By Ernie and Charlie. 
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 By Ernie Rojas 

1. Rapidan TU Annual Fishing Show, Middleberg VA 

 

The 22nd Rapidan Chapter Annual Fishing Show will be held at the Middleburg Community Center in Middleburg, VA on Sun-

day, February 7, 2010.  This is our annual fundraiser for the Chapterôs conservation projects, annual Youth Conservation and 

Fishing Camp, Trout in the Classroom, Heritage Day (Kidôs Day fishing), Chapter operations, and stream restoration and 

cleanup. 

 There will be 35 tables of vendors and volunteer organizations and nine trout and smallmouth bass seminars. 

 Also, there will be beginner and advanced fly tying demonstrations, fishing tackle & services, popper making, outdoor art, 

cane rod makers, antique equipment, float trips, kids aquatic life, hourly door prizes, representatives from Shenandoah National 

Park, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), Project Healing Waters, Chesapeake Women Anglers, Shen-

andoah River Keeper, and the US Forest Service.  Hot food and beverages will be available for purchase. 

 There will be two premium raffles at the show: a fabulous fishing trip to Yellowstone National Park and a fly rod. 

 

2. Tiefest, Kent Narrows MD Kent Island Yacht Club / 117 Yacht Club Drive / Chester, MD 21619 

 

If you like fly fishing and/or want to learn more, there is no better event and it is FREE! 

Casting lessons are even provided by seasoned instructors. Itôs best if you bring your own fly rod for the lesson. Sign up sheets 

are available. Kids under 16 will be given preference with times for casting lessons. 

 

3. New Horizon Bass Anglers Flea Market, Sterling VA Sterling Ruritan Clb 183 Ruritan Rd Sterling VA 20164 

 

Admission is just $3.00 Kids under 10 get in free! For more information contact Charlie Taylor at cetaylor2@verizon.net All 

proceeds go to support the NHBA Free Kidôs Fishing Derbies 

 

4. National Capital TU Angling Show, Gerogetown Prep  35TH ANNUAL ANGLING SHOW 10am-5:30pm 

 

Hanley Center for Athletic Excellence, Georgetown Preparatory School, 10900 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda, MD. 

          

http://www.ncc-tu.org/  PRSC members work the booth at Dulles show. Photo by Jamie Gold. 

5. Dale City Fishermenôs Flea 

Market, Dale City Firehouse, 

February 6 

 

6.Orange County Sportsman 

Expo, Orange County High 

School, March 6-7, 2010 

 

7. Eastern Sports & Outdoor 

ShowðThe largest sportsmanôs 

show on the east coast will be 

held at the State Farm Show 

Complex, Harrisburg, Pa. on Feb-

ruary 6-14, 2010. 

Sounds like there is a show for every-

one. So get your fishing fix by attend-

ing a show; you might find that super 

lure for 2010. You can be sure that a 

few PRSC folks will poke around at 

each of these, and the club will have a 

table at a couple of these where we 

might gather a few new members.  

mailto:cetaylor2@verizon.net
http://www.ncc-tu.org/



